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President's Update

I hope you are well and will have some time to rest and
reflect after another challenging year. MEDA’s staff and
volunteers continued to provide advocacy and support
for our consumers despite frequently changing
conditions.
In early December we held another Bunnings BBQ in
Vermont South and raised more than $1,100 and received
a volunteer grant from DSS for $4,500.
We have recently been informed that Disability Royal
Commission Advocacy Support funding will continue
until 30 June 2023. This is fantastic as it means MEDA’s
staff can continue to support people in providing
essential stories to the Disability Royal Commission.
At our recent AGM we thanked our outgoing president
Mary Appleby for four years in that role and former
treasurer Ainsely after many years. I also wish to thank
Tony Corrigan, Sudili Peiris, and Bron Emmerson who
have recently finished their roles on the MEDA
committee. We have welcomed Don Hu as our new
treasurer and look forward to his contributions to MEDA’s
continuing success.
Thank you to our incredibly hard-working staff and
volunteers who have provided such essential support to
our consumers this year and their contributions to
system advocacy as well.
MEDA looks forward to continuing to support our
consumers in 2022 and wish you and your family all the
best for next year.

Will E
President
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Executive Officer's Update

Welcome to MEDA's final newsletter for 2021. We
continue to work remotely whilst also seeing people
face to face when it is important for their advocacy plan
& work. At the end of the 2020-2021 year MEDA
provided individual advocacy support alongside 97
consumers and addressed 140 advocacy issues in
addition to 242 further enquiries and phone advocacy
support. MEDA continues to manage a wait list for
both our Individual and Citizen Advocacy programs and
our work in systemic advocacy has been busy
responding to key discussion papers from the Victorian
Disability Act review to strengthening MEDA's
engagement with the LGBTIQA+ community.
MEDA continues to support people to engage with the
Disability Royal Commission with funding continuing to
June 2023 welcomed. As we come to end another year,
despite COVID disruption I thank all of MEDAs
Volunteers, staff and supporters in making this another
successful year . Jan M EO

Citizen Advocacy Program &
Partnerships Update

It has been a busy few months in the Citizen
Advocacy Program.
In September a number of Citizen Advocates
gathered together virtually and joined a
presenter from Australian Red Cross to hear
about the features and practice of
psychological first aid.
In early December Citizen Advocates with
. together for an
other MEDA volunteers came
end of year celebration at The Chase Hotel in
Forest Hill.
MEDA also welcomes new citizen advocate
partnerships - Tess and Joy, Robbie and
Marcus and Michelle and Matthew.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank
and applaud the ongoing committment and
dedication of all of our Citizen Advocates in
such a disruptive year.
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Disability Royal Commission Update

MEDA continues to make connections with people and local
services, sharing information on the Royal Commission and
how MEDA can provide advocacy support so people can share
their story of violence, abuse, neglect and exploitation with
the DRC. When making a submission, a person can let the
Royal Commission know how they want their submission
used. The submission form asks whether a person would like
their submission to be made public, anonymous, or restricted.
This makes it possible for certain information to remain fully
confidential beyond the life of the Royal Commission, exempt
from Freedom of Information requests until the open access
period in 99 years.
While MEDA continues to support all people with disability to
share their story with the DRC, we strive to further engage
with our CALD and First Nations Communities.

If there is anyone we can support and assist to tell their
story, please make contact with MEDA.

NDIS & Advocacy Update

The Department of Social Services is designing options
for a new disability employment support program for
commencement from July 2023 when the current
program will cease.
There is an opportunity to share your views about what
is and is not working in the current DES program, and
what could be improved. Visit the DSS website to make
a submission. A consultation paper has been developed
to help guide submissions. The consultation paper is
available in accessible Auslan translations and in Easy
English.
NDIS are making improvements to their Participant
service improvement plan. They have implemented 19
of the 48 improvements so far.
Visit the Participant Service Improvement Plan page on
the NDIS website for the new improvements.

ndis

December 2021

Issue Number 3

Consumer Advisory Group Update

Jason

The consumer group have been working hard in
our monthly meetings. We are all working
together to give the consumer group a face lift.
We have been working on the terms of reference
and a new agenda template for the group to
follow. Each month a member is given an
opportunity to chair the meeting which is going
really well. Last meeting, we worked on a
question to gain feedback from consumers when
advocacy has been completed to improve our
service.
We welcome Kirsty as a new member to our
group and will be hopefully welcoming more
new members in the coming months
New members welcome contact us on 98777 990

MEDA Projects &
Members Update

Members
We welcome the following 2021-2022 members to
MEDA
Individual Members
Helen Bartlett, James Tulloch, Tracey Knight, Tony
Corrigan, Will Elder, Michael Renehan, Mary
Appleby, Debbie Orr, Greg Johnson, Vicki VivianTaylor, Robyn Taft, Alex Neeman, Aniie Corrigan &
Alan Dockery.
Family Members
Hollins family, Hanson family,
Gold Members
Margaret Corrigan
Donations
Helen B, Tracey K, Will E, Mary A, Greg J, Kate H,
Robyn T, Alex N & Alan D.
Thankyou everyone for your invaluable support.

December 2021

Issue Number 3

Other News etc

MEDAs Fundraising Bunnings BBQ
In early December a group of MEDA volunteers, with support from Vermont
South Bunnings hosted a BBQ..
MEDA raised $1160 with these funds going towards supporting our inclusion
support worker and their work in increasing the engagement of people with
disability on MEDAs Committee of Management. Product donations were
received from Tina C., Mary A., Bron E., Jan M. and Coles Burwood One.
Thanks to volunteers on the day - Will E, Edward E, Chris H, Jan M, Youi, Bron E,
Clayton & Honi B, Debbie O, Tammie L, Tess E, Garry N & Tas S

MEDA acknowledges the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation as the
traditional custodians of the land on which we work and live and we pay
respect to Elders past, present and emerging.

Disability Information Helpline & Gateway - COVID-19

1800 643 787

@melbourneeastdisabilityadvocacy
office@meda.org.au
https://meda.org.au/
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Thank you Kirsty B.
for your beautiful artwork
FROM THE SMITHS

