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President's Update

Dear MEDA community I hope this finds you well and
the start of the year has been good for you.
I share with you some sad news from the COM, Ainsley
Corteling, our Treasurer, has decided after 13 years with
MEDA to retire. Ainsley has contributed enormously to
MEDA. His insight and finance knowledge helped MEDA
transition its accounts online and he has placed MEDA
in a much stronger financial position. On behalf of the
MEDA community, we wish Ainsley all the best in his
retirement and hope he gets to enjoy the time with his
family and loved ones.
The COM met recently for our annual planning day and
we are in the process of developing the 2021-2024 MEDA
Strategic Plan. We are keen to focus our attention on
increasing our fundraising events and exploring
opportunities to build our partnerships with
organisations. We enter this next planning cycle with
renewed energy despite the challenges faced in a
COVID “normal” world.
We wish a happy and prosperous Lunar New Year to all
those in our community who celebrate. I will be
celebrating with my family as we enter the Year of the
Ox. In Chinese culture, the ox is seen as hardworking,
positive, and honest.
Mary A
President
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Executive Officer's Update

Well what a year it was. For many 2020 was a
tough year. Many people with disability
experienced restrictions and additional hardship
due to COVID-19. Although we continue to work
from home we have commenced visiting people
at home and in the community where
appropriate. Since our last newsletter we have
also importantly had our surveillance audit with
the auditors providing positive feedback about
our compliance to the National Standards.
Thankyou to those who assisted with interviews.
In 2021 we will continue our work with the
Disability Royal Commission and will strengthen
our individual, citizen & systemic advocacy
programs.
We also welcome our new Finance Officer Tas
and new Committee member Bron.
Jan
Citizen Advocacy Program &
Partnerships Update

On the 2nd September we held a forum on
sexuality and disability. The forum provided a
valuable opportunity to openly talk about
sexuality and disability and to hear more about
providing support and access for LGBTIQA+
people with disability to advocacy
organisations.
On the 3rd December we acknowledged
International Day of People with Disability and
connected with our Volunteer Citizen
.
Advocates to celebrate the relationship
with
their citizen advocate partner and to
acknowledge the contribution that people
with disability make in our community.
Then mid December we gathered together to
celebrate the end of 2020 and the festive
season.
We welcome 2021 with a plan to offer a range
of forums, a bi-monthly newsletter and some
social gatherings with our Citizen Advocates.
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Disability Royal Commission
Update

The Disability Royal Commission has begun private
sessions via remote, and there have also been 3
public hearings in recent times. Topics for the
hearings included
The experience of first nation people with
disability and there families in contact with child
protection.
Pathways and Barriers to open employment for
people with disability.
Health care professional's and training.
MEDA are in the process of drafting a postcard for
our Chinese community to inform them of the
Disability Royal Commission.
If there is anyone we can support and assist to tell
there story of violence, abuse, neglect or
exploitation please make contact with the MEDA
office so we can assist .

NDIS & Advocacy Update

The Minister for the NDIS, the Hon
Stuart Robert MP, announced significant
reforms to the NDIS, including the use
of independent assessments. An
Information Paper summarising these
reforms is available.
The NDIA also released further
information in three consultation
papers:
Access and Eligibility Policy for
Independent Assessments
Planning Policy for Personalised
Budgets and
Plan FlexibilitySupporting Young
Children and their Families Early, to
Reach their Full Potential
We encourage everyone to raise
concerns that they may have with these
reforms

ndis
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Consumer Advisory Group
Update

Jason

Jim

MEDA's Consumer Advisory Group like everyone are
working to connect remotely. Congratulations to
group members for how flexible they have been in
their attempts to connect remotely. We look forward
to 2021 being a year to continue to strengthen and
value the Consumer Advisory Group.
We continue to thank our members - Eddie,
Kathleen, Andrew, Jodie, Jim and Jason.

MEDA Projects & Members
Update

MEDA's September to December consumer
focussed feedback question "Would you come back
to MEDA for advocacy?" There were 50 responses
48 indicated they would come back and 2 unsure.
Some comments included “I finally have some
help” and “thanks for helping with DHHS”.
Members
We welcome the following new members to MEDA
Individual Members
Annie, Jennifer and Alice Corrigan, Michael
Renehan, Kathryn Fitzgerald & Bron Emmerson
Family Members
Tim Cassidy, Paul Corrigan, Garry Neeman & Tracey
Knight & Shavonne Cortleing
Gold Members
Margaret Corrigan
Platinum Members
Wayne Kratzman & ARK Assett Management
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Training, Learning etc

Disability and Ageing Zoom Forum
This 90 min session will explore with MEDAs
Volunteer Citizen Advocates, aged care options,
how to navigate the system and assess whether an
aged care option will be a good fit.
The forum is running Tuesday 23rd February at 7pm.
To register email office@meda.org.au

Human Rights and You is a national video-based
e-learning program about why human rights
matter when supporting people with disability. This
short program takes around 30-minutes to
complete. A Human Rights and You workbook is
available for use with the program. The training
explores topics including: What are human rights?
When rights go wrong and Asking for help. You can
accessing the Human Rights and You e-learning
program Individual access by registering on the
Learner Management System.
https://www.nds.org.au/zero-toleranceframework/understanding-abuse

MEDA acknowledges the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation as the
traditional custodians of the land on which we work and live and we pay
respect to Elders past, present and emerging.

Disability Information Helpline & Gateway - COVID-19

1800 643 787

@melbourneeastdisabilityadvocacy
office@meda.org.au
https://meda.org.au/

