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Melbourne East Disability Advocacy promotes and
protects the rights and interests of people who have an
intellectual disability.

Greetings friends of MEDA...
As we shiver through the cold winter months I would like to extend a warm welcome to
MEDA’s mid-year newsletter. There has been lots of activity since the last edition; the main
highlight was the Volunteer Awards night held in May. A wonderful evening bringing together
the MEDA community to share stories, experiences, and celebrating partnerships as we
acknowledged the volunteers years of service. How fortunate we are to have such dedicated
volunteers. Congratulations to the staff for an exceptional job in making the evening such a
success. Following this, and just a few days later MEDA went through a two day
re-certification audit and thanks to the staff we successfully achieved an outstanding result,
full compliance to the National Disability Standards, gaining a further three years
accreditation.
As the COM focus on developing fundraising plans for the future, we kicked off with a
Cadbury chocolate drive, the sales went well although for those of you with a sweet tooth
there is still a few chocolate bars for sale the next time you visit the office. Then thanks to the
Bendigo Bank in Kew we held a sausage sizzle, the day was cold and wet but this didn’t
dampen the enthusiasm. We are also grateful to Johnson & Johnson Pty Ltd; one of our long
term corporate supporters for receiving the proceeds of their silent auction fundraiser.
Sadly, in April we said farewell to Evan Reedman after 3 ½ years as a committee member, we
thank Evan for his contribution and wish him and his family all the very best in the future.
In June we were thrilled to welcome a new member to the management committee Will Elder,
Will is no stranger to MEDA as he is one of our much valued Citizen Advocate Volunteers,
Will has a legal background and I have no doubt he will be a great asset to the committee.
Socially, we hope that consumers and volunteers are able to join in MEDA’s 35th Anniversary
celebrations, arrangements are still to be finalised so keep the end of
October open in your diaries, lots of fun to be had on the night.
I would also like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank all of our
supporters, volunteers, consumer group, staff and committee
members.
“The world is hugged by the faithful arms of volunteers – Terri
Guillemets”
Kate Hollins—President

Citizen Advocacy Partnership Updates
We are in the process of matching Anja and Rosa & Annette and Rose, we hope that
with time they will finalise their match and join the MEDA Citizen Advocacy Program.
Since our last newsletter we bid farewell to Liz Le Clerq who has been Di’s Volunteer
Citizen Advocate for the past 2 years. Thankyou Liz for your dedication to Di we know
that you will remain friends forever.
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MEDA is funded by the
Australian Government
Department of Social
Services

We have been working on improving our
communication tools and options so we can
support more people to communicate and be a
part of decision making.

Jan M

Short Term Citizen Advocacy Program Pilot
The short term Citizen Advocacy Program Pilot has been
progressing with the trialing of one short term citizen advocate.
Bethan has supported a gentleman to pursue a life long dream to
secure his passport and to travel overseas. Thanks Bethan for
your great work in supporting this gentleman and for assisting us
in this trial. We are hoping to engage additional short term citizen
advocates in the near future.

Page 3

M E D A N e ws l e t t e r

Issue 2, 2016

Inaugural Volunteers’ Awards Night

MEDA’s inaugural Volunteers’ Awards Night was a night
that celebrated the efforts, dedication and commitment of
our volunteers.
A moving speech from one of our volunteer Citizen
Advocates captured the joys, challenges and delights of
being a volunteer Citizen Advocate in memory of her
Citizen Advocate partner, Artie.
We honoured our volunteers by presenting a range of
Service awards including our Life Member Awards.
Congratulations to Life Members—Carolyn Thomas,
Merrilyn Shepherd, Julie Davison, Rosemary Chivers,
Marcia Harriman, Ella Keesing and Jane Sullivan.
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2016 APRIL PARTNERSHIP EVENT

A great night shared with about 20 of our volunteer citizen advocates and their
buddies/protégés at Peppers on Fire in Forest Hill.
Delicious food, great company, lots of chatting with one another made for a fun evening.

MEDA is so lucky to have such wonderful volunteers that devote so much time to assist
their buddies and form such strong bonds.
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MEDA’s
Consumer Group
MEDA’s consumer group has been busy discussing a range of issues and providing
suggestions for service improvement.
The consumer group has discussed and provided thoughts around our audit, the
Volunteers’ Awards Night, the consumer focused feedback question, communication tools
and options, the State Disability Plan and How to Vote at the Federal Election.
The consumer group members were honoured at our Volunteers’ Awards Night for their
dedication and contribution to MEDA.
(Andrew & Jim receiving
their awards.)

National Disability Insurance Scheme
(NDIS) Update
On 1st July the NDIS rolled out in the following locations across Victoria: Banyule,
Darebin, Nillumbik, Whittlesea and Yarra. Roll out for MEDA isn’t until November 2017.
However, it is still important to remain in touch and to understand NDIS and your rights

MEDA is continuing to try and understand where Advocacy fits within the NDIS and how
MEDA will respond to the NDIS.
Are You Eligible?
Ask yourself these questions:

Do you have Australian Residency?



Are you under 65 years of age?



Do you usually need support to do everyday things because you have a disability
that is likely to be permanent?



Do you need supports now to reduce your supports in the future?

If you answered YES to the above questions you would be considered eligible.

2016 Celebrations & Fundraising
MEDA’s 35th Anniversary Gala Night
A night to celebrate MEDA’s 35th year milestone. To share the rich history and
exciting future of MEDA amongst friends, family, supporters and community.
Proposed for a date in October. Please watch this space, our website and Facebook
page for an update.

Be a part of MEDA

Become a Member
Do you know you can be a member of MEDA?
Membership enables individuals to vote, to receive updates and support MEDA’s
purpose.
Membership is $20 individual, $5 concession and $30 for an organization.

Follow MEDA on Facebook
Follow MEDA on Facebook. Like our MEDA Facebook page. Join in on the
conversation that we are starting to build.

MEDA’s Newsletter
If at any stage you are wanting to receive this newsletter by email or you are no longer
wanting to receive this newsletter please let us know.

Contact Details:
Please don’t hesitate to call or email us if you have any questions
or comments about this newsletter. We welcome your contributions.
If you do not wish to receive this newsletter, please contact us.
Phone: 9877 7990
Whitehorse Community Resource Centre,
Level 1, 79 Mahoney’s Rd, Forest Hill 3131
office@meda.org.au
www.meda.org.au

